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| Aet to Preserve Palisades

22 Vow Building Curb
In Merrywood Area

By Willlam Chapman
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near the Merrywood estate in Virginia pledged to limit
strictly the use of their land. .

They handed the Federal Government deeds for scenic
casements on 80 acres overlooking the Potomac and said
they will seek voluntary commitments to tie down other
properties. ’

Interior Secretary Stewart L. Udall is one of those

The easements, designed
primarily to keep out aplrt;
,ments, would limit develop
| ment to farms or single-family
| homes no higher than 40 feet:

fNo lots smaller than an acre
“could be sold and no trees cut
down without National Park
| Service approval.

The restrictions would not
ibecome effective unless the
1Government, by Sept, 1, 19686,
‘has acquired similar protec
“tion over at least 980 per cent
iof the entire 26l-acre section
jon the wnoded Potomac Bluffs.

tland in bhoth Fairfax and Ar-
{lington Counties, lies betw.en
ithe Potomac and the George
-Washington Memorial Park-
‘way, Its southern boundary
being the approaches to Chain
Bridge.

Mrs. John A. Bross of 4501
Crest 1a., McLean, headed the
citizens' committee that gave
the deeds yesterday to Mrs.
James H. Rowe Jr, chairman
of the Natlonal Capitsl Plan-
‘ning Commission.

Mrs. Bross said the commit-
tee will continue urging neigh-
bors to grant similar ease-
,ments. About a half-dozen
iland-owners so far have re.
tfused.

A citizens' campaign to preserve the Potomac Pali-
sades bore fruit yesterday as 22 owners of property

agreeing to restrict his land to low-density development,,

The area, which ineludes

. To make the deeds good, the
ritizens or the Government
must get scenie easements or
outright title to the remain.
ing 200 acres, specifically in-
rluding the controversial 47
&ere Merrywood estate and a
Seven-acre property owned hy
Dr. Roger Baker. )

Interior has filed suit for
scenic easements on Merry-
wood, thereby blocking &
'planned apartment develop-
ment, and negotlations on a
price sre underway. e
Baker tract wss specifleplly
mentioned hecause the owner
has advertised {( for sale &s-
sultable for apariments, . .
. The 80 acres plcdgcgl‘#yﬂjgh .
-day plus the Merrywoad e spe
ment would bring about 41 pdr
cent of the land area. tin
the protective deeds. :

Mrs. Rowe congrat ‘_Je_d -
the Palisades citizéng o thbir
“foresightedness &nd- generos-
Aty.” One of the lardowners,
Robert'J. McKinsey, 3001 N,
44th st, explained that donors
considered preservation of the
Palisades a “civic duty.”

Among the 22 who have
signed up are  American
Broadcasting o. commenta-
tor Edward P. Morgan, Deputy
Assistant  Secretary of De.
fense Walter T. Skallerup, and
Walter T Ridder of Ridder
Publications
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